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Multicultural Events — Adjournment Debate 
HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.15 pm]: This evening I wanted to rise, firstly, to speak about 
some multicultural events I have been attending in my electorate. Before I do, I refer to Hon Ken Travers’ 
mention earlier this evening that he found the speech I made on another matter quite educative, and I said that is 
the job I am going to do here. I will start that off again. We had a little bit of trouble with the pronunciation of 
my surname, and I have given a few lessons since on that. I wanted to draw to the attention of the house that my 
surname Behjat is my husband’s name, which I took when I married him. Members might be interested to know 
that it is a Persian word that means joy. That is something I hope I will be bringing to the house in the years to 
come. That is today’s lesson according to Behjat.  

Hon Ken Travers: Ravlich means princess.  

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Did the member say princess with large eyebrows!  

It has been four months since I became a member of this house and I have had the opportunity on a number of 
occasions to represent both the Premier and the Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Hon John Castrilli. I wanted 
to talk about a couple of those events this evening.  

At the first event that I attended, nine days after I was sworn in, I was representing the Premier at the Vietnamese 
Charity Group’s “Loving Old, Caring Young” function, at which some 800 to 1 000 people were in attendance at 
the Chung Wah hall in Balcatta. That was run under the guidance of Dr Giao Quynh Duong, the convener of the 
“Loving Old, Caring Young” committee. On that day, which was held to support Telethon, they raised $126 000, 
which is an admirable display from a group of people from a non-Australian background coming together and 
doing their bit for this community. I commend them for that. I was very proud to represent the Premier on that 
occasion.  

The next event I attended was held in Parliament House. I, together with a group of members from both sides of 
the house, came together to re-form the group known as the Parliamentary Friends of Indonesia. We have now 
met on a number of occasions and we are currently working with colleagues from both houses to progress a 
number of ideas on how we may be able to connect with Parliaments and other groups in Indonesia. There are a 
lot of Indonesians living in Western Australia, and we feel that as a group we have something to contribute.  

The next event I went to, again representing the Premier, was a private high tea with Hon Anwar Ibrahim, the 
Malaysian opposition leader, who was here to address a function organised by the Perth Lighthouse Group. That 
is a group of young Muslim professionals of various backgrounds whose aim is to open channels of 
communication between young Muslims and the many political, community, religious and ethnic groups in 
Perth. On this occasion, there were about 400 to 500 people at the Perth Convention Centre who came to listen to 
Hon Anwar Ibrahim, together with Professor James Haire, the executive director of the Australian Centre of 
Christianity and Culture. Together they gave a very informative lecture on how Christians and Muslims can get 
together for the common good and perhaps find some common ground whereby they can get along better. That 
event was very well attended.  

After that, along with former member Hon Ray Halligan and current members, I went to the Dutch aged care 
quiz morning held in Cambridge Street in Wembley. That was another great morning. The event raised funds for 
the Dutch aged in Western Australia. That is another great example of how migrant communities get together 
and help people from their own community but also integrate into Western Australian society.  

The next event I attended was on my own account. Members will recall that during my maiden speech I spoke 
about my Welsh heritage. I attended the Wesley Church in Perth for the annual Gymanfa Ganu festival. 
“Gymanfa Ganu” is the Welsh term for the Welsh hymn-singing festival. The event was run by the Welsh Free 
Church, which has been going for nearly 100 years in Western Australia. It gets together once a month. The 
service is held half in Welsh and half in English. Not all people who come from Wales can speak Welsh. I speak 
a little bit of it but not a whole lot. I am happy to say that later this year there is going to be a book launch, which 
they have asked me to launch on their behalf. The book is about the contribution the Welsh have made to 
Western Australia since Welsh migrants arrived here a number of years ago.  

I also met with people at the Edmund Rice Centre, including its director, Stephen Bowman. I attended with 
Hon John Castrilli to provide the centre with its triennial funding from the ethnic organisations fund. The 
funding will allow the centre to have some certainty when providing practical programs and much-needed 
services to the CALD—culturally and linguistically diverse communities—in Western Australia. On the same 
day, we visited the Metropolitan Migrant Resource Centre in Mirrabooka. We met with its director, Michael 
O’Hara. Both these organisations do a fantastic job in helping numbers of migrants in their communities to 
integrate into Western Australian life.  
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The next thing I attended was the Vietnamese Buddhist Association’s festival of Ulanbana—the hungry ghost. It 
was held at the Chan Chanh Giac Temple in Perth. I was the guest of Mr Simon Lee, who was the organiser on 
behalf of the Vietnamese Buddhist Association. Again, there were about 800 people there celebrating the festival 
of the hungry ghost, which is an annual event. I was again very proud to represent the Premier at that event.  

The most recent event that I attended was last Sunday in Kings Park at eight o’clock in the morning. That is 
where the end of Ramadan was celebrated. I represented the Premier again. Over 2 000 Muslims from Western 
Australia came together for prayer and a sermon to celebrate the end of Ramadan. The police commissioner, 
Karl O’Callaghan, and I addressed the group and helped celebrate the end of Ramadan. A community picnic 
followed that event.  

On the same day, a couple of hours later, I again represented the Premier and Mr Castrilli at the Thai Perth 
Festival in Northbridge, held at Russell Square, together with His Excellency Mr Bandhit Sotipalalit, Thailand’s 
Ambassador to Australia.  

Over the past four months I have attended a number of citizenship ceremonies. The interesting thing is that apart 
from the events in Mirrabooka, all the events that I have attended have been in the North Metropolitan Region, 
the region that I am very proud to represent. 

Hon Ken Travers: That is all in a day’s work for Hon Ray Halligan!  

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I am very proud to be following in Hon Ray Halligan’s footsteps. I am a novice at this 
game, Hon Ken Travers, and I understand that I do have a lot to learn. The past four months have been most 
enjoyable, and I hope that in the coming three and a half years I will bring a lot of joy into the member’s life 
also.  
 


